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TRIBUTE TO MANA, A NATIONAL

LATINA ORGANIZATION

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 1999
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, it is a

great honor to stand before you today to pay
tribute to the members of MANA, a national
Latina organization whose members are in our
Nation’s Capital to celebrate the 25th Anniver-
sary of the founding of this organization.

MANA, a national Latina organization, was
founded in 1977 as a Mexican American
Women’s National Association. Its mission is
to strengthen Latina community leaders; cul-
tivate vital and prosperous Latino communities
and advance public policy for an equal and
just society. MANA is a membership-based or-
ganization headquartered in Washington, D.C.
and has chapters across the country.

For over 25 years, MANA has been the
voice for Latinas in the Nation’s Capital and
across the country—from the statehouse to
the White House. They have shared the na-
tional and international concerns of Hispanas
with Presidents of the United States and Mex-
ico and consulted with cabinet-level leaders on
a range of domestic issues. Through its chap-
ters, MANA has duplicated a strong advocacy
role at the community level.

Throughout its rich history, MANA has es-
tablished a number of programs which have
been replicated at the local level through their
chapters. From the outset, MANA viewed
leadership development as the key to achieve
a dream of ‘‘full empowerment of Latinas.’’ To
that end, the organization holds annual train-
ing conferences on public policy issues and
the legislative process. MANA also provides
scholarships specifically targeting Latinas.
Concerned with the high dropout rate, MANA
developed its youth stay-in-school program,
Las herMANITAS. This program has been du-
plicated at the chapter level. Through role
models, success stories, personal triumphs,
encouragement and leadership training, MANA
has developed, inspired, motivated and mobi-
lized self-reliant, determined and courageous
women to become community leaders.

Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not mention
the women who led the organization the last
25 years. Through their efforts they dem-
onstrated how a totally volunteer organization
of more than 1,000 women across the country
can make a difference in creating a better fu-
ture for Hispanic women, their families and
their communities. Past National Presidents in-
clude: Blandina (Bambi) Cárdenas, Founder,
1974; Bettie Baca, Organizing Chair 1974–75;
Evangeline (Vangie) Elizondo, President
1975–76; Gloria López Hernández, President
1976–77; Elisa Sánchez, President 1977–79
and 1995–1999; Wilma Espinoza, President
1979–81; Raydean Acavedo, President 1981–
83; Veronica (Ronni) Collazo, President 1983–
85; Gloria Barajas, President 1985–86; Marı́a
Rita Jaramillo, President 1986–88; Irma
Maldonado, President 1988–90; Judy Canales,
President 1990–92 and Elvira Valenzuela
Crocker, President 1992–94.

On behalf of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, we applaud you for your contribu-
tions, and we thank you for your leadership on
behalf of Latinas and Latinos throughout the
country. We look forward to continuing to work
with you in the years to come.
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Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow

marks the tenth anniversary of a tragic event
in my home state of Minnesota. On October
22, 1989, an eleven-year-old boy named
Jacob Wetterling was stolen from his family in
the small community of St. Joseph, Minnesota.
Since then, no one has heard from Jacob or
the masked gunman who stole him that day.

This tragedy shook the community, our state
and the nation. If a child could be taken from
a closely-knit, small community like St. Jo-
seph, Minnesota, what child in America was
truly safe?

Jacob’s parents, Jerry and Patty Wetterling,
have made it their crusade to make America
a safer place for our children. They turned an
unthinkable horror in their own lives into an
opportunity to bring hope to other families.
Over the last 10 years, they have kept the
hope of Jacob’s return alive, and, at the same
time, created the Jacob Wetterling Foundation
to promote child safety.

Today, the Jacob Wetterling Foundation is
an invaluable, nationally recognized resource
for families with missing children and the law
enforcement officials searching for them. The
Foundation has helped 1,500 families with
missing or exploited children and processed
1,000 leads on missing children.

Patty Wetterling has been a tireless cru-
sader, traveling around the country to educate
children and families about preventing child
abduction and abuse.

The Jacob Wetterling Foundation has
reached 160,000 people at 500 events and
has distributed more than 1.2 million safety
brochures across the nation.

The Jacob Wetterling Foundation has been
instrumental in shaping our nation’s laws to
protect children. Working with Patty Wetterling,
I introduced legislation to protect communities
from the criminals who prey on children. This
landmark legislation—the Jacob Wetterling
Act—became the law of the land in 1994. Be-
cause of it, released criminals who are con-
victed of crimes against children must register
with law enforcement, and communities are
notified when dangerous offenders move into
the neighborhood.

Several events are taking place in Min-
nesota and across the country this weekend to
mark the tragic anniversary of Jacob’s abduc-
tion and make America award of the need for
child protection. At 6:00 p.m. tomorrow in St.
Joseph, Minnesota, there will be a balloon
launch from Kennedy Elementary School. Also
tomorrow on television, ‘‘Dateline NBC’’ will
carry a report on the Wetterling case.

On Saturday, a safety fair for children and
parents will be held at the Rainbow Foods
store in St. Cloud, Minnesota. There will also
be a local broadcast on KARE–TV at 10:00
a.m. with a behind-the-scenes look at a public
service announcement by Jacob’s friends and
classmates.

On Sunday, a ‘‘Hope Service’’ will be held
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. In addition,
the November issue of ‘‘Reader’s Digest’’ cur-
rently on newsstands carries a cover story
about Jacob.

Mr. Speaker, there are few people who
have touched my own life like Jacob

Wetterling, a boy I have never met. Because
of Jacob, America’s children are better pro-
tected from those who would steal their child-
hood. Because of Jacob, more and more chil-
dren will have the opportunity to grow up safe
and secure.

I ask my colleagues and fellow Americans
to remember Jacob and his wonderful family.
We owe Patty and Jerry Wetterling and the
Jacob Wetterling Foundation a great debt of
gratitude for their ten years of work protecting
America’s most precious gift—our children.
f

PRAY FOR THE CHILDREN
WEEKEND

HON. JUDY BIGGERT
OF ILLINOIS
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Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to recognize an effort sponsored by the Illinois
Drug Education Alliance and others to raise
awareness of and unite people against the
dangers of illegal drug use. This effort, known
as Pray for the Children, is a grassroots
movement to keep children drug-free and safe
through faith and community involvement.

The second annual ‘‘Pray for the Children
Weekend’’ is this weekend, October 22, 23,
and 24. This is a time for people all across the
world to take a moment to reflect and pray for
children to avoid the pitfalls of illegal drug use.
It is also a time for families, religious institu-
tions and political leaders to come together to
keep children drug free and safe.

We are all aware of the devastating impact
illicit drug use has on our society, particularly
on young people. Illicit drug use is something
we all understand must be addressed and
overcome. While saying a prayer is not the
sole answer to the drug problem, it is part of
a larger solution that demands community in-
volvement and responsibility for one’s own ac-
tions.

I encourage those listening to participate in
this effort and urge my colleagues to wear the
red ‘‘Pray for the Children’’ ribbons that have
been sent to their offices. The Ribbons and
this campaign symbolize what members of this
body and those around the world should be
promoting—a zero tolerance for illegal drug
use and a commitment to a drug-free lifestyle.
f

IN HONOR OF THE STATEWIDE
HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE OF NEW JERSEY ON ITS
‘‘DECADE OF SUCCESS’’
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the Statewide Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce of New Jersey on a ‘‘Decade of
Success’’ in the State of New Jersey on this
occasion, its 9th Annual Convention and Expo.

Starting out with just a handful of volunteers
in 1989, the Statewide Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce of New Jersey has become the
flagship organization for New Jersey’s small
business community. Today, the SHCC is an
organization committed to serving the needs
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